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and then redeemed and the virtuous saved. They
describe the different methods and incarnations
of God at critical periods in the world to maintain
its moral and spiritual order. They teach the
principles of our religion through their episodes.
They also proclaim the glory or mbhufi of the
arcavatara of God through their descriptions of
the power of the different ksetras and they also
describe the holy tirthas in our country. They
describe the methods of penance and devotion
to God t.o attain salvation.  They therefore
form one of the important class of text-books
for our religion. The most important of them
are eighteen in number. They are divided into
three classes called Satmka^ Rdjasa and Tamasa
according as they extol the glory of Visnu,
Brahma or 6iva.

There are an equal number of Upapurdnas
which mostly deal with the glories of different
Gods.

The Agamas are treatises by sages on the
practical side of religion. They contain rules
for the construction of the temples, making of
area, consecration of the temples and idols,
worship of the area and expiatory ceremonies
for acts of commission and ommission- Inciden-
tally they treat of town-planning to show the
place of temple in a planned town and the quali-